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The year it opened, 14,503 tons of cargo went through 

the State Lock and tonnage increased each year with 

over 1 million tons passing through the lock in the 1876 

season.  Increased demand for raw materials and the 

number of vessels on the lakes caused long waits at the 

Soo showing the need for an additional lock. 
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Sabin Lock 1919-1989 

1350’ long, 80’ wide, 23’ deep 
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In October 1941 a malfunction of the railroad bridge sent 

a locomotive and its tender into the upper approach 

canal to the Sabin and Davis Locks.  Within 24 hours, 80 

vessels sat at anchor waiting for the canal to reopen. 
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